
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON

Wednesday, November 23, 2016
     10:00 a.m. - Room 308

    BOARD MEETING AGENDA
___________________________________________________

CALL TO ORDER/FLAG SALUTE

MINUTES:

- Minutes, November 9, 2016 Board meeting; 

- Minutes, November 9, 2016 Staff meeting.

VISITOR COMMENTS - 5 MINUTE LIMIT

CONSENT AGENDA:

(A) Ratify the Select to Pay for week of 11/14/16 & 11/21/16.

(B) Ratify Representation Letter with Ball Janik LLP and authorize County Counsel to

sign.

(C) Order No. 66-2016 “In the Matter of Conveying Certain Real Property in Birkenfeld,

Oregon to Gus Fergusson, Tax Map ID No. 6N5W20-BB-02500".

(D) Order No. 67-2016 “In the Matter of Conveying Certain Real Property in Vernonia,

Oregon to Santos A. Gomez, Tax Map ID No. 4N4W05-DA-05800". 

(E) Quitclaim Deed:  Columbia County to Gus Fergusson, Tax Map ID No.

6N5W20-BB-02500 and authorize Chair to sign.

(F) Quitclaim Deed:  Columbia County to Santos A. Gomez, Tax Map ID No.

4N4W05-DA-05800 and authorize Chair to sign.

AGREEMENTS/CONTRACTS/AMENDMENTS:

(G) Purchase and Sale Agreement with Richard A. and Brenda S. Squires for Tract C,

Springlake Meadows 2 Subdivision, in the City of Scappoose, Columbia County

Oregon; Tax Map ID NO. 3N2W13-AD-04501 and Tax Account No. 432014 and

authorize the Chair to sign.

(H) Amendment 3 to the License and Indemnity Agreement with the Columbia
River Partnerships for Change.
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(I) Permit and Hold Harmless Agreement with the City of St. Helens for use of the

Courthouse Plaza for the purpose of Holiday Decor. 

(J) Extension Agreement with Northwest Natural Gas for Adams Lease and authorize

the Chair to sign.

DISCUSSION ITEMS:

COMMISSIONER HYDE COMMENTS:

COMMISSIONER HEIMULLER COMMENTS:

COMMISSIONER FISHER COMMENTS:

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Pursuant to ORS 192.640(1), the Board of County Commissioners reserves the right to consider and discuss, 
in either open session or Executive Session, additional subjects which may arise after the agenda is

published.
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101 SW Main Street, Suite 1100
Portland, Oregon 97204

balljanik.com

t 503.228.2525
f 503.295.1058

March 23, 2016 Kyle A. Sturm
503.944.6034

ksturm@balljanik.com

Our File 16088-1
BYE-MAIL (sarah.hanson@co.columbia.or.us)

Sarah Hanson
Columbia County Counsel
Columbia County
230 Strand St., Room 318
St. Helens, OR97051

Re: Engagement Letter

Dear Sarah:

We are pleased that you have selected us to represent Columbia County (our
"Client"). This letter explains my understanding of the terms under which my
firm and I undertake this representation and, in turn, asks that you confirm your
agreement to these terms by signing this letter and returning it to me for my
files. Although this letter is formalistic, Ball Janik LLPbelieves it is in everyone's
interests to clarify these matters at the outset.

As you review this letter and the terms identified below, please contact me
immediately if there is something that you would like changed or with which you
disagree in any way.

1. Ball Janik LLPrepresents only the Client identified above and does
not represent any other person or entity.

2. The only matter that Ball Janik LLPhas accepted is to advise you
regarding an employee dishonesty claim.

3. Ball Janik LLP'slegal fees will be based on a variety of factors,
including but not limited to: (a) the total number of hours worked by each
attorney and non-attorney timekeeper, such as legal assistants, on behalf of the
Client; (b) hourly rate, which is subject to periodic change without advance
notice, for each attorney and non-attorney timekeeper who performs any work;
(c) the novelty and difficulty of the issues; (d) the time limitations and particular
demands imposed by the representation; and (e) the results achieved. The
Client will be charged for all time expended in connection with this matter, which
may include, without limitation, preparation of pleadings, preparation of
documents, preparation of correspondence and documents received, review of
correspondence, pleadings, and other documents received, preparation for,
attendance at, and participation in court proceedings and depositions,
preparation of and responses to discovery requests, consultation, travel time (if
any), research, intra-office conferences, and telephone discussionswith various
people involved in this matter. My current billing rate is $325.00 per hour.
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4. Ball Janik LLPwill also submit bills for disbursements and other
charges relating to this representation including charges for photocopies, long
distance calls, filing fees, expert witness fees, consultant fees, deposition
charges, title company fees, travel expenses, messenger services, secretarial and
staff overtime, computerized legal research, and similar items. These charges
are also subject to periodic change without advance notice. Pleasenote as well
that my firm may, at its option, either advance third-party payments and then
seek reimbursement or require that the Client pay these costs directly to a third­
party.

5. Ball Janik LLPnormally sends statements on a monthly basis but
may, at its option, employ a different basis. Our bills will summarize the services
rendered on a daily basis and will set forth the total fees, disbursements and
other charges for which payment is sought. Our statements are due upon
receipt. Any sums that are not paid within thirty days of the statement date bear
interest at the rate of nine percent (9%) per annum until paid. Pleasereview the
bills promptly upon receipt. If you have any question or concernsabout any of
our bills at any time, please let us know at once since that is the only way we can
address your questions or concerns.

6. A client has the right to terminate a lawyer's services at any time
or for any reason whatsoever. Pleasenote, however, that subject only to the
applicable rules of attorney conduct, termination of this firm will not eliminate the
requirement to pay the firm for fees and other charges incurred prior to receipt of
notice of the termination or for fees and other charges incurred after receipt of
notice that were nevertheless reasonably necessaryto protect client interests.
To the extent permitted by the applicable rules of attorney conduct, this firm also
reserves the right to terminate this relationship for reasons including but not
limited to nonpayment or late payment of retainers or other sums due, failure to
cooperate fully and appropriately with us and conflicts of interest.

7. As noted above, we strongly encourage you to discusswith us any
questions or concerns that you may have about any of our bills, and we hope and
expect to be able to resolve all questions and concernson an amicable basis. If
negotiations do not succeed, however, any dispute as to the fees, disbursements
and other charges will be submitted to binding arbitration under the rules of the
Oregon State Bar FeeArbitration Programas they may be in force from time to
time, and judgment may subsequently be entered upon any award. The sole
issues to be decided in the arbitration will be the amount of fees and other
charges that must still be paid or refunded.

8. Unlessone of us terminates the attorney-client relationship
prematurely, it will continue until the work referenced above has been completed.
Pleasenote that unless an express written agreement with Ball Janik LLPis
reached before the engagement ends, Ball Janik LLPdoes not undertake to
inform our clients about subsequent factual or legal developments that may
affect work that Ball Janik LLPhas already completed. Similarly, this agreement
does not require Ball Janik LLPto represent additional clients or to accept
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additional matters, and all such arrangements must be separately confirmed in
writing.

I urge you to fully and carefully review this letter upon receipt. If you accept it
as written, please sign the enclosed copy included herewith and return it to me
for my files. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me without
delay.

Ball Janik LLPand I thank you for this opportunity. We look forward to a
pleasant and productive relationship.

Kyle ". Sturm

KAS:hls
cc: Billing Department

ACKNOWLEDGEDANDAGREED:

COlum~~

By: ~/I/1LL­
Dated: 1./~·llR
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